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Microsoft, Windows, Excel, and Visual Basic are
trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation. The
acronym VBA stands for Visual Basic® for
Applications and is the macro language used by
Excel®.

Foreword

This is a how-to guide on the approximation of data. While this task is often
viewed as trivial-simply open Excel® and select Add Trendline—developing an
accurate and robust approximation can be quite complex, especially when the
shape of the data doesn't correspond to one of the functions built into Excel®.
Perhaps the most common example where Excel® is deficient would be data
that approaches one or more asymptotic values. The asymptotic values may be
constant or infinite. In either case, none of the functions built into Excel®
exhibit this behavior.

Efficient and accurate approximation of multi-variable data can be quite
challenging. While Excel® can handle such data with the LINEST() function,
this capability is limited. Knowing what to feed into the LINEST() function
requires an understanding of the principles presented in this book. Many
examples are provided and Excel® is used wherever possible to illustrate them.

All of the examples contained in this book,
(as well as a lot of free programs) are available at...

http://www.dudleybenton.altervista.org/software/index.html
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